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Overview of L-band Digital Aeronautical Communication System
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(1. Air Force Research Institute, Beijing 100085, China;
2. School of Electronics and Information Engineering, Beihang University, Beijing 100191, China)

Abstract: With the development of global air transport, air traffic services, including air traffic control,
aeronautical operational control, etc, have entailed higher performance of aviation communication systems.
As one of the new generation aviation communication system schemes, IL-band digital aeronautical
communication system (L-DACS) could achieve a better data transmission rate, spectrum utilization
efficiency and capacity, solving scarcity of spectrum resources. This paper summarizes L-DACS’s
state-of-the-art progresses and studies, specifically its technology evolution and standardization development.
Then, a draft of layered system framework is introduced, covering network, datalink and physics levels.
Finally, challenges that L-DACS faces and its corresponding developing proposals are given. This review
provides a reference for the research of aviation broadband communication.
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i SRE b T 3 2 7 e L-DACS 1 4%
AR KR, 0] LA R N L-DACS 3 45 2417 %6 1Y
LI R 78 BEAT 8 N G S RS . IWKIER
FERE M L-DACS Ay b 1 5 il 15 it 38 & 58 &
Z I AT LA VDL B 2 ) L-DACS A2 ¥ |, &%
LA LK VHE (985035 9% 5% i, F T JH: At A =5
M. HATL-DACS £ % 9 £ R br #fE 2 1 EURO-
CONTROL #17 E£ % B A M =M MR P05
PE [ F MO S BT BOR I B A LR
YE S AT S UE S A E . R e A A
L-DACSH FOSIK R M )Z HHESY
LY
2.1 L-DACSEZEMERE

L-DACS #: AR 55 W 4% (L-DACS access ser-
vice networ, LDAN) % X F [ L-DACS % 4t 1y H
FCRIT 25 g ) 46 1 T 4 vl 48 AT 5 ) BB 119 56 %% 1%
2%, LDANTRG ZH &M BE 46 : (1) 87 FF 14
£ L-DACS B 28 3ii 3 {5 B /5 F1 L-DACS #b, 1 3
(Ground station, GS) Z [0 A8 {5 & 32 5 (2) ¥ A=
8 I IAE | 852 A5 12 Kk (Authentication, authoriza-
tion, accounting , AAA) JH§ B A& 15 = fil 25 {5 W 2%
F14) b, TE AR A 2 v, B T 1) A S g R AAA IR 55
(3) i a5 AR AE ML AE ATN b A7 % B R0k 4, S PR
T 2% iz 45 4 45 D (R TP Mk 43 e ) A D3R, A
T 3 57 ) 46 2 M 1 R 4k T RE 5 (4) E AT A S
BB SEE . BT LR m e sh Xt T 5
AL B S B BE M1 4% ] 35 (Ground control
station, GCS) B 32 3 LDAN B 8 A 8 13 &0
5 AAA RS 48 0 IR D68

X T LDAN MZ MM TR & £
A L-DACS Hb 1H 25 5 — > Hb i 2 1l o AR A
1 LDAN AT DL H1 24~ 38 15 e 55 4 4t 07 i 47 08l 1)
T B A AT DU G A ] Y B S A
LDAN [a] 1) B4 52 5.

K64 L-DACS #: A M2k /R Bl . AT
PLE L L-DACS Hi 1T W) 45 2 2 Ak R 410 475+ Hi 1 il |
GCS AAA Il 55 & 284 AR A/G Bl o X T
Hi T 4, 275 05 G 30R 2y el b TaT 3 5l T 4 o
i 2Z 1] 4 i D85 R PSP T P AR B AR LA B
£ 5 LDAN P B B0HE 2% b 5 2, B0 s AR gt r g
VT 55 R 4 i 5 B DA B 55 M 2 #4848 47 1% 10 DG i
4 i B s 255 5 G2 W3R Sy — FR 90 46 41 F T
P, T i LD AN Hi i o £ S 5 05 & 2%, 0 iy b

TE Sl 2F AT B0, 12 2 UM AL el b v 3l ) 2 AT B OB 2
X G3 RN NAE LM M 4045 1, B8 AAA R
% %5 GCS Z [ AT 2s 7% B0y AAA IR 55 %8 22
AP . X T A/G B8 85 #6385 , 2% s R1
FH L 2 i R b T 3t 22 () 7 8 1 D RN A SRR O 1)
e S M, 2 L-DACS 0 (W ZE 54
JEyilal 2 ) By F A5y . M L-DACS WL Z % #5
WA 5 HLER o2k i (Airborne radio, AR) , HIL2% ¥ 2%
3% 11 (Airborne network interface, ANI) 5 #L 2 1E 3%
B 3B, B 5 A1 R i ANTAI AR 2 ]
AT BN B 2% S A2-a A2-b A2 4y
W78 A BEHLZL ATN-IPS 38 15 B% iy 45 FAL 28
ATN-OST# {5 i i & #AHL 2 ACARS 38 15 % i
F 4 1 B 5 P BRI s 255 05 A3 B — AL L By
BRI P PSR, T BN EOE S S R AN
Pl Eh S P s

2.2 L-DACSRZ#KE

SRS ML S Y L-DACS & — A 5L T i 5w 1
Ky EA 2 ARG I ARG R R
FNEE Y, B 2 i 3 A R A A ST O 2
P & MoE v o L-DACS PRl B Wl a2 L T 3 T
OSTR Z 19 1 2 4544, S 1 3850 2 RRICHE 5% 6 2 (f2
FEWATZ) , E 7R . L-DACS RGP
JENAEEN 2.3,

L-DACS i 4f 5 % )2 42 41t 7 B8 1% i i 4 22
PRI, LLORIIE 22 F P O & 0 RT  B50008 12 0 10 38 15 75
RS L-DACS 1 85 4l B 8% J2 4K RS540 343 2l T
AN F )2 A AT JZ (Medium access control,
MAC) f1:Z 15 58 32 5 ] F )2 (Logical link control,
LLC). LLC ¥ )2t 848 5 i#% Ik 55 (Data link ser-
vices, DLS) 5 i% 3% #2 1 (Voice interface, VI) ¥ 3
SR TR B TR A HE R R B, OF ) b
JE PR TR 250 0 i 55 o o DLS 78 24 £ RL
S A 2 AU FL AR S 42 A P B 1Y 08 15 IR
%, VIR 05 7 i B AR S Ry . HR R E X A,
VT H B A3 & Elotl i) 1% S R Ui 2 e s o i
%0 A £ 5 e BRI i LME K i 3¢, MAC T2
H5LLC 72 2% 8k 2 8 % B S0 (Layer
management entity , LME ) $&fit | 125 He 5= S50 g ¢
U5 i B rp A L BRI A B BT IR A T BB B R L
A B e S T RE L AR AE 5 RGE M5 (1 5 Y
AR SAE TN FL 5 RL B8 {5 98 05 09 43 I, BE
i 7E Th 32 i 5 o] [R] 45 224 A i B 4L 3 A5 B I 1Y
e Mk 55, IF L FF AMC BRI 52 . MAC T2
AL & MAC I 47 S 44, 71 57 8 H1 LLC 52K X 4 2
JZWRUR AT A) 1) LLC 7 )2 #8405 7 76 2 45 % -
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ATN/IPS HlLEk ¥ B

ATN/OST HLE B H

i IPS VoIP ED137 ATN OSI HI TIPS 4%
L-DACS ARL-DACS Wl &5 G1  HhE 5 Al ok B B4 fnde il e O
L-DACS ANIL-DACS HLE M 30 G2 WhANERES B E O
L-DACS GS L-DACS Hufk G3  AAARR S A Hh T 3% 1 38 B A ERE D
GCS  L-DACS Hb [ 3k 425 i 35 G4 Hh IS FI S R 4L B D
L-DAN L-DACS AN G5 HbTH %555 RIOSIEE B 82 1
R1 L-DACS & #i £ 0 EG1 L-DACSHIHLTEIPS M 4% 2 6] 4 355 H
R2 L-DACSAAA IR %5 5% BIEREY BED
Al L-DACS RR EG2 L-DACSHIMLTHIPS 4% 2 8] B 25 Hy
A2x ¥ EL-DACSEEITM#EL VoIPi# {5 ¥ BE 0

K6 L-DACS R4S %4
Fig.6 L-DACS system framework

A f TP R0 ) K B RE D 5 A ST R P X
(Sub network dependent convergence protocol,
SNDCP) [1] & ge f& it T 3 3 & )2 Wiy 3 0, il 75
L-DACS fE W B M fiit 25 1 {5 M ( Aeronautical tele-
communication network, ATN) ) — 4~ F ¥ , 5 fk
ATN W2 1 I 55 B8 71 . SNDCP AL AE 19 2% )2
AL L-DACS £ 11,y A [ [ 45 3 W (ATN/IPS
FATN/OST) B9 19 4% )22 By 80K 4 5 0 $2 (1 42 1% BT
i I IR 55, AR RE 8 1) o2k £ 18 $ it 22 42 T A5 Py

7 Y R 48 % ik 55 o

XFF R L-DACS F 4t i 4738 {75 19 i 25 2%
WAFE GCS #4785 A M, L3RS i GCS 20 B i)
WS R P EE AL %%'ﬁi’@ﬁAﬁZlﬁhﬁ
s i B e ) £ i T T S 0 3o Y AT A A
1T K B A B2 %&mkiﬂzﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁéﬂﬁ
fHIE IR . BRI Z A, A A2 #8 5 GCS
2 18] (38 15 3t B (R 9% P 3008 1% i 1) 38 SR o
8 0 0 U 43 T o AR DA R FE A T A B4 ) 2 P 1;.
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Control SNDCP k Voice TR
e B RS HEED iR
DLS VI =EHlFE
%fﬁ%
i} ;@ﬁﬁggg ______________ ] [ _____________________ H _____________________
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] e il T2
mEE =
PITY mE R

K7 L-DACS Wk
Fig.7 L-DACS protocol stack

PR 5E A (4, 31 B2 b T AT A P e
FRGEME - EHRE T, %5 /N A L-DACS
Z 40 1 P R DR /0N X PN i T S T IR 45 R 2 A 5
B, Jf H {5 P e 52 20 Bl 5 r iR 55 0 25 25 45 H Y
B LM R B R

L-DACS Hb 18 3t F1 L 25 2% 22 (8] (9 B4 28 5.1
BHRFEEMME SR, W TZHEGFES LLC
Dyt Z [ g 56 & o BRI F , FH P 5080 1 XL )

k= ¢ Y

RAFRE

A8 H. 5t DLS 75 7 2 i 12 45 50408 38 3 (Dedicat
ed channel, DCH) #£ 17 ; % #5 & H 4 il {7 i (Dedi-
cated control channel, DCCH) /& fI F M RL ¥l /2
(49 85 4l A% L i 38 A ¥ ) {5 18 (Common control
channel, CCCH) WIZ T FL 4 42 il {5 8% % ; B
#HL3Ji ) {5 18 (Random access channel, RACH) fiiJ™
#& ¥ il {5 i (Broadcast control channel, BCCH)
T e /N By A GRS DR
BiNinE- 50

DCH

G

DLS

SNDCP

e

Pkt

VI

DCH

DLS g

DCCH

CCCH

LME

SNDCP

RACH

BCCH

IR

LME

DCCH

el

CCCH

BHR

K8 L-DACSZ i
Fig.8 L-DACS logical channels

2.3 L-DACSR&#MERE

L-DACS #4512 42 I 1 B4 1 i 4y 20 65 B¢
1 B AR L TR S 45 22 20 A0 2 15 b T 3l 79 L 1)
BEHE S Mo FL 5 RLR I FDD #E47 43 B 5 1M 75
RL J5 ) |, i B 43 2 41k (Time division multiple
access, TDMA) Fl 1E 52 #i 43 22 hik (Orthogonal fre-
quency division multiple access, OFDMA) $ K 43
I XF AN () B4 AL 2 i DA T) 5 2 1) S 4 B 1 kA7
3B . FEFL b, b T3k e 26 % 2 4% H ) OFDM 4%
S M AE RL A, A 25 a5 T b 180 3 9T 40 TG 1) %
U5 5 T 8 SCRY BRI, K 36 AN 38 22 1) 58 R ik ol
B WURT 5 ] Bk ) 23 SR BRAE “tile” AU R L (AR
B BE R MAC 209 5% 8 53 B 45 20408 46 T B
RE B AR AT T 1 2% 1 B/ N A 58 s LY s A

ACHE 3 %5 B0 o0 2 75 30 L P9l e RL R AT B2 A 5
AR A I RL A At 12 i B50H (A5 4
FUORCHE A5 ) 4 b T R AT A P s

L-DACS RG22 H T OFDM 1y 3 il 77
K, TAEM B A2 L BEY 960~1 164 MHz 4l
Bt DI A R 2 F00 5 0 2R R R A B AR
L-DACS &4 3% ¥ RL FI FL B¥ i [ if A5 5 . B
KR GYHZESEUE BINEE 2 PR, il TR 5
B9 FETE , M 550 625 kHz (54l 55 = F 28 Ik 1Al
BB X FFT A BE ), A 55 v 450 238 14 A 280 1% B i v
h 498.05 kHz, iX — % {6 % 7 FL #1 RL E 8% (5
14 S5 4745 T

h TR AT RE AR 5 DME 2 [8] (9 A 514, 8
it 78 DME 148 /9 15 38 2 8] 4 A 96 8 1 MHz )
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Table 2 L-DACS physical layer parameters

ﬁxﬁl%%urﬂ?m/kHz 498.05

T3 181 /Hz 9.765 625

QPSK

Pl 77 = 16QAM

64QAM

MG RS R i
fr it P 5 U

FAETI IR/ s 1.6
AP/ GHz 1
FFT KB /ps 64
AR/ s 1.6
HARAF S KL ps 102.4
ENE AN 11/64
TG HT K/ ps 17.6
OFDM £ 5K JE /s 120
P4 ) B / s 4.8
T K 12.8
AR B 50
I

o L

L-DACS {5 i , >k I X B A i 19 75 5, fif 15
L-DACS HE % 7 A X 45 3 ¢ U573 e A 22 5 A9 17 L

RO, 8 5 v S R 23 1 P ik R B 7 02 L-DACS
RY AR I

9 /R T L-DACS Hi i 5 # OFDM £F 5 i)
BB AE K 5 B 10, U KR TR 1) i OF DM 455 1
I 35 A, e AR 43 R e AR 43 R Ry 43 L 4R
PSSR

B 11 7R S L-DACS 88 ot 21 B, o8 i
L-DACS iz 2 A< 19 Wi 25 14, 1) [8] 1 B2 O 240 ms.
FL 0981 14~ B B4 A i (Random access, RA)
442 i (Multi-frame, MF ) #H i . RA i 3= 5
T2 B8 BN T RUAE S — A A b T R
T 22 W) FH 42 A i 3 i %) A 25 B8 31
[e] b, AT G 3l A ik 2 R 4 4 ARSI . — > 2 it &
FH ¥ il i ( Dedicated control, DC) #1 % #& ( Data) i
N, Forb DC U] T 25 % 80719 5 1) b T 3l
BT A R S A i Data i B 44 A 550800 -
RL n9#8 ity 17 985 25 il i1 ( Broadcast control,
BC) 4 A Z W4l B BC WU T b 187 B3l 1] >4 i
L 0 BN Y 025 B8 Bl 1 R R A G2 ik 1
AT B M S 78 30757 SRR I AF BRI T A
15 G0 RO ABCHE 2 . 2 i 5 RL 2R, th— il

TEREAE LB RUAEAE L-DACS ifF 58 /Y - 1) JH 45 ) i (Common control, CC) 1 Data i 28 4% , He
BB, 3 A DUIE g BN S HoAL S SR 4 HCC it T b v 35 3l a) 422 A K ol B9 0 45 RS Bl T
PR RE 1Y J7 =X, (5 2 i 30 40 3 0% R e B — 3 ) MR RYERIE B, Data i FH T FL 098088 14 4 o
%ﬂjﬁ\% E'fiﬁ =3
o |\| i ‘
~
1R 52 DC??E&

19 L-DACS Ty ] 5 8% 1455 Bk 45 14
Fig.9 Frequency domain structure of L-DACS forward link symbol
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o NN,

(b) High-frequency for users
BI10  L-DACS J [ 4 B 455 4 S 25 1) (R 0 4 )
Fig.10 Frequency domain structure of L-DACS reverse link symbol
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. i :
| B B S S b

ﬁj% 1 R 1
A|DC| DATA |DC| DATA |DC| DATA |DC| DATA |Rp#Es
| | | i |
[ | | | |
g DATA|CC| DATA |CC| DATA |CC| DATA | CC |DATA |HiFI#E

B 1E]

B 11 L-DACS1Mmigsty

Fig.11 L-DACS frame structure in time domain

L-DACS Z4 1 ¥4 OFDM 55 i 644~ T2
PN i 12 FToR Rl R S8 RL S5 4, Hh
OFDM FF 45 (W 2SR 35 « (1) T A% 504 1 25 75 5
(Null symbol) : 41 & Z8 2o J8 il (4 £ 47 4 98 19 +
U RN TG B (2) TR A OB AR B
B AT 5 (Data symbol) ; (3) I T-15 18 4l i 09 5 45
£ 5 (Pilot symbol) ; (4) A+ L5 5 [F 25 1 7] 2

45 (Sync symbol) ; (5) HI T 9l i 0% 35 Lb 1) PAPR
£ (PAPR reduction symbol) ; (6) F F 3% W AL it
1 B 34 4 15 6 A AT T A5 5 (AGC Preamble) ; i
TE RL A9 530 5l 45 0] 43 S WA 85 R, I 43 BE 265 S [] 1Y)
s as 0 o A BUREE R & A 2 b —2F 1
2% XS — K OFDMA %€ & ik #h 1
A RO v T LA S A~ TP ) B o

lt

o AR5

o ER5

m SRS
BR/FS

= PAPRHIFF S

O Tile®F 5

B iS5

K12 L-DACS &% RL sy

Fig.12 L-DACS reverse link framework structure

A 1 XA OF DM A3 5 50 f B i 78 48 mT LA
4 %) OFDM 5 5 B e I W, | 13 R T
OFDM 55 B 8 4544 . L-DACS B FL fI RL A7
MR BT EE R . (55 B RAE A HAF S5 1
FRekmlE . ME 13l LLE 3, i Jq — &6 A A
A5 B5F 18] B 455 5V Ry 108 20 7 28 9 48 DL 31 i A
5 JE A e st S ELAE PR R 28 v ) — /N 4 A
Ry T BRI RS, 1T R A T T AT S B ) A [R] 2D
T,

4

PR DL B MR A (B A 7 A o BRI Z Ak, R e
B IR 5 R 0 PR S SN AE T %A A5 B IR
R, I 5 —AA FAF5 0 (8] (49 96 B 5 48 8
B, BXRETE IR I 25 (1) OFDM 45 -5 3l 5 XGRSk
T ZERLIMARPZE, B MG
7 OFDM B} 54T 5, 0 B T 4 79 A0 25 s P 2t
FH—A~ OFDMA %8 % Jik i , Hin 18 3 422 e AL i 21 119
BRI L EA A OFDMES, I EE
T,

W

L T, e 18] & .
T,
| , I
BI13  L-DACS Hif [ 8 45 5 i Sl 25 1
Fig.13 Time domain structure of L-DACS forward link symbol
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ok F 3K PR A5 5 76 ORI R A R 205 B DA
Ry R 22 5008 —F M LLIX 4 o 76 IR 4E B E 5 4F
SR RE S B AS TR T s #8 H  BTE mT DAl AR
L-DACS £ 4 16 RL H % i >k 3 A [6) fiie 25 4% ]
OEAEITE P

3 L-DACSHEAEIGHI Bk X & E

2

M B & R BUR SR F H— A0 25 8 15 R
AE AT ) B A B B R AR, B & R AR I R R
SR T S80I — i i % e B A% A7 1 2 3 4]
R BRI SRR i — A ke
3.1 MmiEEH

(1) #3038 e 5 32 BR 1 v AR . BAR L-DACS
R G AT VHEF BUi 4% 19 68 A BT 7 (HBE &
BLAR AT B4 55 B A% i as 7 A8 S 2 i WA
L ) 725 4% =2 25 M 25 Ml 55 3 A7 00 e ) KR 4
TR IR T E SN ER, BT
ITU X 25 388 15 28 G0 57 43 T 04 08033 9% U5 4 J) BR 7
Lk B, JF H BB B I R A OFDM % AR AK S8 47
T B 5 A e AR A R R PR el R A
B 0 0 25 1T, S 300 v R 38 R 2 o 1) R 1 i 2
L-DACS F 4 75 2 1k — 5 fif e 11 4 AR 35

(2R AER % W S0E . ER T —1%
25385 R R H bRz — , L-DACS AU E i

23 fe PR ) U S BE T, R R A T ) 22 2T A
75 fe PR e 55 A9 BE 1, RE 68 3l L A [ 25 3 A [R] 37

O NN - 3 o W R R R B A Cil i e
ﬁ?@%hﬂ‘ﬁmAmmAm%*m s o B
JE I B3R RE J7 A sk T i B JIT 5 21 3 1 [ 1 15
25 NP, T A T FR G e I SE R A T B RN, B
AR T A Y TE B A% 6 SR PR R T T
R B2 SR TR I A ] o A A B I AE AR 1 AL
W AE S0P S A 8 55 2 L-DACS &
JIT T I ) A AR B

() F BB EFA R R . MaEE R
G BRI X ATC.AOC 5 AAC IR %, it
X I8 7R A ) T RE I 5 A A A AR T 1
BOR . M RisTTM B2 R B2, TR R
R HL R R AR T W 5 A0S A S B B e R A i
1 000 km/h, 2 & ) & Jr %0 W1, 89K 30 B B
L-DACS A/G REMSf U 1 kHz 1Y 22 35 801 55 i ) 150
fHIEXTF L-DACS A/A F 5t i Wi B 415 2 75 22 fift

P 1 F A ME LY A 24 7S 2 AL TR B AT
Beit, e R A S BN AR B RS R
At MEML ST RE M E L R, L-DACS R4 A7
1% G & T4 Al A T80 4B 45 45 38 T 4 45 )
B UL, G e S A R R R IR AT 5K
M L-DACS & 1Y i A] 5 22 438 {7 2 5y — WUy 2L i
(14 ¥R
3.2 EREW

(1) 5 52 TF J 47 33 02 5 w2 s50F) FH 1 2 AR A 9T

— AR i A B R A IR AT AT L-DACS &
%WWL%%%ﬁ FEF 0% R AR 5 R
I Es 3 NORNGE | v W DS (U E =1 D
R LRI Rk 2 A 2 B4 AR HEIE 38 £ a3
A $ AR LK Polar {7 38 4 fth 45 5 % 8 R MK
5G 25 T AR, R0 A7 45 Hh gk Y A1 3% ¢ U =2 PR 1)
[, 5 IR, o2k B AL R B A 2 R AR S
) 5 A5 A3 4 T 5 482 A O 58 M Ll A3 s 455 F
FHBEY K, 75 22 TF AT % U 20 285 43 e 1) 52 i 4k
AR, LISEE L-DACS & 48 3 #5F K BB 25 #5428
ﬁ%%A%ﬁ

(2) g — 3 T L-DACS & 45 1 M 11 M
2% JR K 5 20 B B B R A ST, AT SE R ATN ¥
2%, DL SCPEIRAE SR T 55 1Y i AIOE {5 RE L i s
B4 BR XA 28 28 0 0B AT . R ]
S 1A O 2 2 1153 A DI DAL, 0 R R RS ) 4 2
MRS B TR R G H AR 4 BT
L-DACS R ¢ 19 i 25 #% FL a5 A W DX 880050 26 D) 4 17
Rl , 92 B AL 7 55 Y TR N 1Y) JC B A L B DR A AL
R AR B R AL s R S AL s [ Al
Do 4 B R A B 3 ek R R EE A 2 L DA S
UL 1) 25 i e s e =

(3B XS L Brig 17/ R FAT I T E AR5,
JEHEE L-DACS & 4t 038 A w2 52, DL X &
A ARG N & T SEAE PR . A T X
A2 45 S BRaa AT 15 M s A AR E 1T R
A DA DA B 3/ BT8R/ 255 358 A 2 e R A e ke ) R
T R R B A R 1 R AR () 2B B R A P T A BT
T 22 4 R 1) SR R 4 IR B AR R
25 b A5 T8 A9 B B R PR AR IR MR S 3 T 4
RT3 AT 1 5 30 B HE AT 4800k 10 B T 48 41 ) Ak
FELol 5 R, L-DACS 250 10 & J o B 58
T AP DA 17 35 fith B S RN G B R (A5 T
L-DACS H& MR 5IATAE S0/ 815 R G M T
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